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Website:  www.bmicadets.org 

Email:  bmicadets@gmail.com 

 
Joe Porter, Editor                                                                                                                                            FALL  2025 

 
President's Message – JC Platt ‘72 

 

Greetings, Fellow Cadets, 

Can you imagine that our next reunion at the Bordentown Yacht Club is only one year away? 

The dates are October 16th and 17th. So, looking forward to seeing all of you.  

Sadly, our past president, Jack Harkins, passed away on Sept. 26th. Jack served the BMI Board 

for over 20 years. 

The bricks at the statue have been repointed and we are currently getting bids for a railing. 

Wishing all of you a great Fall Season. 

 

Your President, 

J.C.Platt ‘72 
 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your Current BMI Alumni Board 

President      JC Platt 

Vice President Mark Josephson   

Treasurer  Bob Frisbie    

Secretary  Joe Porter    

Trustee  Jeff Nissim    

Trustee  Ron Hoehn    

Trustee  Catherine Leidemer 

Trustee  James Lynch   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CLASS NOTES 

 

Thanks to all who have contacted us with information about former cadets, your current 

activities and paid dues. Here are some of the comments we have received 

http://www.bmicadets.org/
mailto:bmicadets@gmail.com
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Joe Bradley ’69  

I am married 36 years, 2 daughters,3 grandchildren.  Still kicking and involved in the 

community Volunteer at Hospital ER/Knights of Columbus/Board of Community 

Concert/Several Auto Clubs I am enjoying retirement. If any alumni can make the next reunion, 

please do and help keep the alumni association alive. We’re not getting any younger. 

 

Lee Shaver ‘62 

For the past 49 years, I’ve owned and operated Shaver Employment Agency in Venice, Florida 

and still working part time on occasion. Although I was a day student and did not get as 

involved as those who lived on campus, I still have a lot of fond BMI memories. I always look 

forward to receiving the Skirmisher.  

 

Bob Dent ‘59 

I think about so many of you. I wish I could make reunions, but my wife has numerous medical 

issues and needs my care much of the time.  

 

J. Robert Hendricks ‘37 

I am still in charge of our 88-year-old business. We are one of the last growers of cut flowers in 

glass green houses. Dr. Sladen would be so proud! BMI was so special for so many young men. 

 

Mike Sternick ‘57 

My roommates in Mitchell House were John Sellyor and Pat Morgan. They were a great help in 

mentoring me aka “the new guy”. Their lessons in “military survival” have remained a great 

help all of my life – not the least of which was how to keep your beer cold by putting it in the 

tank of the toilet and flushing same once each hour. 

 

Arthur C. Pappaylion ‘59 

I was raised in Asbury Park, NJ. Following high school I attended BMI. Then I got a business 

degree from PA Military College and then pursued studies in education at Monmouth 

University. My professional career includes 35 years as an educator in Long Branch Public 

Schools and 50 years as a realtor. Now semi-retired at age 85, I value my time with my wife, 

Anastasia, our 2 daughters and 3 granddaughters and look forward to continuing these cherished 

moments. My wife and I will be celebrating our 60th wedding anniversary next year. My time at 

BMI was wonderful and I benefitted from the structure in my education and discipline that 

helped me be a better person. And I also learned to set goals in my life.  

 

Tom Ashly ‘63 

We still live in VA but go to RI every summer to see family and friends. Lately we stop by 

Bordentown and stay overnight – to so the walk around “BMI campus” enjoying the memories 

and the monument. Thanks for keeping things looking good. I turned 80 in September and still 

enjoy playing lots of golf. My daughter, Elisabeth Rogers, is now director of the UVA Pediatrics 

ER and doing a great job. Best to all. 
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Kim Raymond Kowalczyk ‘71 

I left BMI early because my family moved to PA. Finished high school and went to work as a 

carpenter’s helper for a few years. Due to my job relying heavily on seasonal work, I left and 

joined the Army (stationed in Fort Riley with the Military Police and then investigations for 4 

years. Married with 2 kids and moved to Florida where I worked covertly as a Pinkerton 

Detective but soon realized that the Army was where I wanted to be. I was sent to the 8th 

Division HQ in Bad Kreuznach, GE. I came back to Fort Dix NJ where I continued my career as 

an Army Investigator. After my divorce and a big low point in my life, I remarried, raised 2 

more children and retired to Florida. Now I relax, reflect and enjoy my hobby of re-

investigating unsolved murders cases. Besides collecting BMI memorabilia, I love seeing posts 

from everyone and reading The Skirmisher. Take care all of you. My best to you and keeping 

BMI memories alive. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

WEBSITE 

You would do well to visit the website www.bmicadets.org from time to time.  In there you will 

find previous issues of The Skirmisher, Reunion news, In Memoriam/Obituaries, etc.   

 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

If you would like to have some memory recorded in the next Skirmisher, please send info to our 

email: bmicadets@gmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Dues and other contributions, although much appreciated, are NOT tax deductible. Dues are 

$20 per year payable to BMI Alumni Association, P. O. Box 91, Bordentown, NJ 08505.  

Payment of dues is not a requirement for membership in the BMI Alumni Association.  Please 

Note: If you are paying dues, writing emails, or sending letters, PLEASE include your Class 

Year along with your name.  Thank you. 

 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Evelyn Payakovich Faculty  
Kenneth Paul 1959 
John P. Richards 1966 
John Soderberg 1948 
John E. Harkins 1967 
Robert H. Aaronson, III 1955 
John Robert Arthur 1958 
Rudolf Mellman UNK 
Leo F. Pelleriti, Jr 1961 
Norman D. Smith UNK 
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Portrait of Harold Morrison Smith Returns to Bordentown 
by Jeanette Smith Cureton 

 

Graduates of schools, colleges, and universities typically collect memorabilia: yearbooks, 

photos, class rings, uniforms, insignia, medals, t-shirts, caps, belt buckles, and more. Neither 

BMI alumni nor I are exceptions. Having grown up at the school, I want to share news about an 

important BMI artifact that I have treasured for more than 50 years: a portrait of Headmaster 

and President Harold Morrison Smith that has found a new home back in Bordentown.  

  

As many of you know, I am his granddaughter, and my father and mother were on the faculty, as 

a physics teacher and librarian respectively. For many years as the only girl among the cadets, I 

lived first in Beldon House, then at 54 Park Street (previously named Styer House), and 

ultimately with my grandparents in the former Adams House at 17 Farnsworth Avenue. In 1967, 

I married Bryant Cureton, a BMI faculty member hired by my grandfather in 1965.   

  

Those who were at BMI from 1965 on will remember a painting of my grandfather that hung on 

the wall in the downstairs lounge of the Main Building. Commissioned by the family of Thomas 

Dorlon, it was given to the school at Commencement when Tom graduated in June of 1965. The 

portrait was painted by Trenton resident Peggy Peplow Gummere, an accomplished artist 

schooled at the Philadelphia Academy of the Fine Arts, who was particularly noted for her 

portraits of civic, business, and religious leaders.   

  

After BMI merged with the Lenox School in Massachusetts and ultimately closed in 1973, the 

powers-that-be gave the painting to us for safekeeping and our family’s enjoyment. Fittingly, it 

hung in Bryant’s office during the years he was vice president and provost at Hartwick College 

in Oneonta, NY (1980-1994), and when he was president of Elmhurst College, now Elmhurst 

University, just outside of Chicago (1994-2008). Especially since my grandfather was robed in 

academic regalia, the portrait always sparked lively conversations, bringing recognition to BMI, 

its history, and its headmaster, albeit in academic settings different from that in Bordentown.  

  

Caring for this treasure has been a privilege. However, for a variety of reasons, we have recently 

donated the portrait to the Bordentown Historical Society. Founded in 1930, the Society is 

housed in the historic Bordentown Friends Meeting House on Farnsworth Avenue. In recent 

years, it has grown into a strong and well-managed organization devoted to researching, 

preserving, and interpreting the rich history of this fascinating city. While their display space is 

limited, they have mounted significant special exhibits, such as its recent one on Joseph 

Bonaparte. Further information on the Society is available on their website 

https://bordentownhistory.org.   

  

The officers and Board of the Society couldn’t have been happier to receive this gift, and we 

hope that alumni are equally pleased to know that the image and spirit of Harold Morrison 

Smith have returned to Bordentown, where his legacy will live on.  

 

 



 

5 

Portrait of Harold Morrison Smith 
 

BMI president and headmaster, oil on canvas, commissioned by the family of Cadet Thomas A. 

Dorlon, Class of 1965, and painted by Trenton artist Peggy Peplow Gummere.  

  

  
 

Plaque on the lower edge of the frame.  
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Press release of the portrait presentation by Mrs. Dorlon, probably from  

 The Trenton Times.  

  

   
  

Go to http://bmicadets.org/ to see other interesting content about Dr. Harold Morrison Smith.  

 

 


